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Seniors need financial 
skills after graduation
By St e p h a n i e Ke e n e
Herald reporter
It’s finally here. It’s time 
to graduate. Some students 
have spent four years here on 
the Hill, some have spent five. 
Others have spent a bit more.
But it doesn’t matter. For 
some Western students, May 12 
is their graduation ceremony, 
and their journey at Western will 
finally be complete.
While in school, students 
learned how to write papers, 
research topics, and other edu-
cational skills. But do they know 
the basics on how to survive 
outside of the “school life?”
There was never a “Buying 
Your Own Home 101” class, or 
a “Money Management 400.”
Yet, the skills to survive in 
the real world aren’t too dif-
ficult to learn. With careful 
planning and a bit of advising, 
anyone can survive once they 
leave the Hill and head out to 
the real world.
Though many graduates will 
owe thousands of dollars in stu-
dent loans, the need for personal 
loans after graduation may arise.
Loans can help build credit 
and give someone financial sta-
bility as they try to build up their 
bank account. They can also put 
someone in devastating debt and 
ruin someone’s credit report.
Julia McEmeron, loan officer 
for the Sallie Mae Foundation, 
said before taking out any loans 
after graduation, try to pay off 
your student loans.
“Don’t just try to take out 
loans just because you can,” she 
said. “Otherwise, you’ll be in 
serious debt.”
McEmeron recommends that 
with any loan, immediately begin 
making payments on it. 
By paying it off quickly, the 
amount of interest that could 
build up will be less, and your 
credit score will go up, she said.
Shadana Dickerson, interna-
tional ambassador and emerg-
ing markets representative for 
the Hispanic Initiative, said tak-
ing out a small $500 loan is the 
best bet.
She recommends that gradu-
ates try to put at least $1,000 
into their checking accounts, 
before taking out a loan. 
Once you take out a loan, 
put it away into your checking 
account and don’t touch it. Start 
making payments on that loan, 
and when it’s paid off, the bank 
will see $1,500 in an account 
and will be more willing to loan 
more money, she said.
Loans aren’t the only concern 
when it comes to recent college 
graduates. Now that they’re on 
their own, they need wheels to 
take them around.
Buying a new car isn’t easy, 
though. It takes a lot of time, 
research and consideration, 
said Jeff Ostroff, a consumer 
advocate and creator of www.
CarBuyingTips.com.
Ostroff recommends that 
buyers never bring their check-
book to the dealership. Stay 
away from lots that only accept 
checks, he said.
When looking at cars, try to 
check vehicle history reports, 
with sites such as www.carfax.
com, said Benjamin Bryant, sales 
representative for Swope Motors.
If the report checks out, give 
the car a test drive to see if it 
runs well, he said.
“After carefully reviewing 
several different cars, prices and 
maintenance costs, you should be 
ready to buy a car,” Bryant said.
Ashley Johnson, a State 
Farm Insurance agent recom-
mends that people also carefully 
review the cost of insurance 
plans before they decide to pur-
chase a new vehicle.
“We always like to recom-
mend that people get full cover-
age, because you never know 
what will happen,” she said. 
“Liability — well, it can be a 
liability.”
Johnson said recent graduates 
should talk with their loan agen-
cies and discuss the make, model 
and year of their cars, along with 
their driver histories. Then they 
can estimate how much insurance 
will be for the vehicle.
After graduates get their 
loans and cars, it’s time to get 
the house.
There are several advantages 
and disadvantages for buying 
and renting homes.
By renting a home or apart-
ment, you are not tied to the 
residence as much as you would 
be if you were buying it, said 
Janice Hoffman, an indepen-
dent real estate agent. 
You also are not responsible 
for a lot of the maintenance that 
goes into the home, she said.
Shopping around for differ-
ent places of interest is the first 
step, she said.
Next, you need to look at 
prices, see which fall within 
your budget, and then try to 
bargain, she said.
“As a realtor, I can say that 
most of my sales do come from 
bargaining the price,” she said. 
“We can lower the price by a 
few bucks to ensure the sale.”
As college graduates get their 
feet wet in the career world, 
they must also learn how to stay 
on top of things.
Managing money and building 
credit is key to financial success.
Dickerson recommends that 
people make a five year plan 
of where they want to be. After 
they decide the financial state 
they want to be at, they should 
take the necessary steps to 
achieve it.
 
Reach Stephanie Keene 
at features@wkuherald.com.
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THE DEPARTMENT OF 
MUSIC FACULTY SALUTE 
2006-07 MUSICIANS 
OF HONOR 
A CENTURY OF MUSIC 
Department of Music 2006-07 
Bachelor Degrees 
Charlie Abston, Franklin, KY  Melissa Bailey, Portland, TN 
Grant Calvert, Hartford, KY   Jeffrey East, Franklin, KY 
Justin Combs**, Hopkinsville, KY  Sarah Isom, Bowling Green, KY 
Drew Krutza**, Bowling Green, KY  Liz Little**, Rockport, IN 
Brad Minton, Central City, KY  Mary Alice Ratzlaff***, Orland, CA 
Daniel Thomas**,  Auburn, KY  Vicki Thompson***, Bowling Green, KY 
Michelle Underhill, Owensboro, KY  Gary Weilage, Bowling Green, KY 
*cum laude    **magna cum laude    *** summa cum laude
KY Intercollegiate Chorus 
Leigh Anderson  Will Armour  Tyler Ayers 
Lindsay Harned  Rachel Norton  Courtney Richardson 
Jacob Sensenig   
KY Intercollegiate Band
Cassie Cooper  Ricky Dudgeon  Erin Goad 
Meredith Lopez  Jessica Mays  Troy Puckett 
Matt Shores  Rachel Stewart  Vicki Thompson 
Megan Wheat 
KY Intercollegiate Jazz Band 
Jeremy Durst  John Paul Lack 
KY Intercollegiate Orchestra 
Jessica Boss  Amberly Bush  Zach Culp 
Catherine Larson  Phoebe Simpson  Griffin Valdes 
Aaron West  
Pi Kappa Lambda Honorary Music Society Inductees 
Jessica Boss  Drew Krutza  Bronson Murphy 
Rachel Norton  Natalie Riley  Matt Shores 
Department of Music 2006-07 
Master Degrees 
Jessica Boss, Canandaigua, NY  Tiffany Cothran, Bowling Green, KY 
Lisa Horn, Clarkson, KY   Nicole Helm, Elizabethtown, KY 
Aundrey Ligon, Paducah, KY  Franklin Norris, Hopkinsville, KY 
Billy Rich, Bowling Green, KY  Thomas Wimsatt, Whitesburg, KY 
Graduation to be Webcasted
By Ja s o n Gr i m e s
Herald reporter
Prapanna Tamarapu 
Parthasarathy, a graduate stu-
dent from Tirupati, India, is one 
of many international students 
who’ll graduate this May.
Her parents and twin sister 
live in India, and she hasn’t 
seen them since last spring. 
Tamarapu Parthasarathy’s fam-
ily won’t be able to attend her 
graduation.
“I was feeling so bad that my 
parents will not be able to see 
the most important moment in 
my life”, she said.
For the first time, graduation 
will be broadcasted over the 
Web live.
The Webcast is the result of 
collaborative efforts of the ath-
letics department, WKYU-PBS 
and the registrar’s office.
It’s supposed to ensure that 
students’ loved ones who can’t 
attend graduation can still see 
them receive their degrees.
Registrar Fredia Eggleton 
said she’s excited about the 
Webcast.
“I hope this will be the first 
of many years to come for this,” 
she said.
“I especially had our inter-
national students in mind,” 
Eggleton said.
Tamarapu Parthasarathy’s 
mother will celebrate her birth-
day on Saturday morning follow-
ing the Webcast, which is when 
her entire family will be able to 
watch the ceremony online.
“I thought this would be the 
most wonderful gift I could 
give her,” she said.
XOS, the Internet service 
provider for Web site wkus-
ports.tv, will be responsible for 
the live stream and will handle 
technical issues.
The athletics department 
already has a contract with XOS, 
and it has technology in place to 
Webcast basketball games.
The commencement Webcast 
will function in the same man-
ner as the sports Webcasts, said 
David Brinkley, senior producer 
at WKYU-PBS.
“We see this as a service to 
the community,” Brinkley said.
Viewers need an Internet con-
nection with Windows Media 
Player 9 or higher. FlashPlayer 7 
or above is also recommended.
The Webcast will be free. 
The cost will be covered by the 
commencement budget.
Jordan Basham, special proj-
ects producer for WKYU-PBS, 
said XOS has the infrastructure 
and capabilities to handle thou-
sands of users at one time.
Graduation Webcasts will 
become a permanent feature if 
they’re successful.
“For me, commencement 
is the single most important 




Graduation Schedule What to wear
May 11
Master of Social Work Pinning Ceremony 
— 4 p.m., Mass Media Hall auditorium
Department of Psychology Reception for 
Graduate Students — 4:30 p.m., Tate Page Hall 
lobby
Outstanding Black Graduates Recognition 
Ceremony — 6 p.m., Van Meter Hall audito-
rium
Graduate Commencement Ceremony — 7 
p.m., Diddle Arena
May 12
Dental Hygiene Pinning Ceremony — noon, 
DUC Theater
Army ROTC Commissioning — 1 p.m., 
Mass Media auditorium
Nursing Convocation — 1 p.m., Van Meter
Nursing Associate Degree Pinning 
Ceremony — 2 p.m., DUC Theater
Undergraduate Commencement 
Ceremonies
10 a.m. — Potter College, Gordon Ford 
College of Business, Community College and 
the University College
3 p.m. — College of Health and Human 
Services, Ogden College and the College of 
Education
Source: Commencement Web site
Students should wear classy, comfort-
able shoes and breathable fabric under 
the heavy polyester graduation gown, said 
Sheila Duncan, an apparel and textile 
merchandising instructor.
“Graduations are once in a lifetime, and 
you really need to be careful about what 
you wear,” Duncan said. 
The 100-percent polyester gowns are 
heavy and hot, so breathable cotton fab-
rics are good to wear under them. For 
women, a light cotton or cotton-blend 
dress is a good choice. For men, a cotton 
T-shirt and a comfortable dress shirt work 
well, she said.
“You want to be comfortable, but you 
still want to look nice,” Duncan said.
Western has no official dress guidelines 
for graduation, Registrar Freida Eggleton 
said.
But students should wear clothes that 
are comfortable and appropriate for what-
ever events they attend before and after 
the ceremony, she said.
 —  Alex Fontana
Stress, lack of sleep common 
for students before finals
By el i z a B e t h Wo r s t e r
Herald reporter
Finals are fast approaching. 
For some students, stress is build-
ing up, the loss of sleep is threat-
ening and all-nighters are looking 
eminent.
Karl Laves, interim director 
of the Counseling and Testing 
Center, said many people will 
do well on the exams if they stay 
calm and do not set their mind on 
the extreme remote possibility of 
failure. 
Students should start studying 
early and take breaks from the 
books, Laves said.
Faculty members, such as Eric 
Manley, staff psychologist of the 
counseling center, and Assistant 
Management Professor Scott 
Droege, tell their students how to 
study for finals. 
Manely tells his students to 
breathe, and he gives them a 
breathing exercise to do during 
their exam to help them focus.
“Pay attention to breathing, 
you stop breathing correctly when 
stressed,” he said.
Droege tells his students to go 
through their notes throughout 
the semester because his exam 
is cumulative. He said students 
won’t pick up the material over-
night.
“If you go over the material 
all semester, there’s no sense in 
studying continuously for the 
final,” he said.
Students have their own way 
of studying material.
Tristan Browning, a sopho-
more from Hendricks, Minn., is 
worried about his Introduction 
to Broadcasting exam. He said 
the stress hasn’t set in yet, but 
it probably will as finals get 
closer.
“I usually try to do something 
during the week that’s fun and 
takes my mind off of finals,” 
he said. “I will probably find 
a bunch of people to go to the 
arcade or go to a movie during 
the week.”
Horse Cave junior Sally 
Caldwell, who is worried about 
her Spanish exam, said she watch-
es movies to help her relax during 
finals week.
During the week, she tries to 
go to bed at about 11 p.m., and 
she sets her alarm a couple of 
hours before class begins to go 
over notes and to get ready.
“I’ve started studying a couple 
of weeks ago,” she said.
Students should focus on get-
ting sleep during finals week and 
staying away from all-nighters, 
Laves said.
Students should also stay 
away from caffeine, make flash 
or note cards, avoid distrac-
tions and have snacks and stress 
balls, he said.
Laves also said that students 
should soak a towel in water and 






Elizabethtown sophomore Rachel Wigginton gets 
ahead in her studies so finals aren’t so stressful. 
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“I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans to give you a future and 
a hope.”
-Jeremiah 29:11
Bowling Green Christian Church
1912 Smallhouse Rd.
Sunday morning Worship Times at 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00
Christian Student Fellowship
Across from MMTH
Call us anytime @ 781-2188 
or email csf@csfwku.org
and the
The percent increase of degrees 
offered by the Potter College 
from 2000-01 to 2005-06.
48
The percent increase of degrees 
offered by the Gordon Ford 
College of Business from 2000-
01 to 2005-06.
12
The percent increase of degrees 
offered by the College of 
Education from 2000-01 to 
2005-06.
26
The percent increase of degrees 
offered by the College of Health 
& Human Services from 2000-01 
to 2005-06.
61
The percent increase of degrees 
offered by Ogden College from 
2000-01 to 2005-06.
41
The percent increase of degrees 
offered by the Community 
College from 2000-01 to 
2005-06.
29
The percent increase of degrees 
offered for other majors from 
2000-01 to 2005-06.
12
Students completing their 
degrees this spring.
1,817
Students completing their 
degrees this summer.
500+
Graduation by the numbers:
Topper Transit shuttle schedule
By Je s s i c a Va nWi n k l e
Herald reporter
Graduating from college 
can be scary, especially with 
the possibility 





ated ways to 
make sure stu-
dents don’t lose 
contact with each 
other.
L o u i s v i l l e 
senior Jennifer 
Pickett said she’s going to talk 
to her friends as often as pos-
sible, and technology will be a 
big help in keeping in touch.
Facebook will be helpful in 
keeping track of where every-
one is and what they’re doing, 
Pickett said.
Scott Lasley, assistant pro-
fessor for political science, 
said e-mail helps students and 




to keep their e-
mail account for 
life, which will 





tries to keep in 
touch with for-
mer students 
for developmental purposes 
and because professors care, 
Lasley said.
Faculty, for the most part, 
are interested in students. 
Professors are willing to help 
students, even after they have 
graduated, Lasley said.
Louisville senior Annie 
Just said the Internet will be 
the biggest factor in staying 
in touch with her friends and 
teachers.
Just said she’s close to her 
English professors, and she’ll 
e-mail them throughout the 
semester to ask questions.
Just said she hopes to still 
see her close friends in person.
Lasley said Western plans 
activities, such as Homecoming, 
at which students can come back 
and reconnect with their friends.
Carol White, employer rela-
tions coordinator for the career 
services center, said students 
will receive a copy of the quar-
terly Spirit magazine, which is 
sent to all Western alumni.
Western also has alumni 
clubs across the country, White 
said.




for keeping in touch
Sources: Registrar Freida Eggleton, WKU Factbook and Gina Huff, research analyst in institutional researchWestern now allows 
students to keep 
their e-mail account 
for life, which will 
allow them to have 
more information 
about Western.
Topper Transit will run reduced service 
during finals week, which is May 7 through 
May 11.  South Campus/Campbell Lane 
and internal loop routes will run on 15-
minute intervals. 
South Campus / Campbell Lane Route: 
Transit buses will leave Campbell Lane every 
15 minutes between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
On-call service will be available after 3:30 
p.m. Call 745-2378 to schedule a pick-up.
Internal Loop: Transit buses will leave 
the Park Street parking lot every 15 
minutes between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
Service ends at 3:30 p.m.
 
Shopping Shuttle: A bus will leave 
Campbell Lane every hour from 6 to 9 
p.m., Monday through Saturday.
 
No additional shuttle service will be 
available on May 12, which is Saturday 
commencement. Only the shopping 
shuttle will be available.
Source: Transit General Manager Alonda 
Massey
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UTS The Off Campus Bookstores
Paying finals week prices starting 
Friday, April 27





Minimum Sell of $50 Minimum Purchase of $30
UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK & SUPPLY
Not valid with any other offers. One 
coupon per person, per visit.
Expires 12-31-07 WKU
At WKU It’s UTS!
Just across the tracks 
from WKU Parking Structure
New Name,
 New Store, 
       Same 
Friendly 
Faces!
111 Old Morgantown Rd





Bring in this AD
to get an 












UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK & SUPPLY
Not valid with any other offers. One 
coupon per person, per visit.
Expires 5-14-07 WKU





   For Textbooks
By Ch r i s By r n e
Herald reporter
Starting this year, graduates 
with associate degrees will get 
to wear the same colored gowns 
as graduates with bachelor’s 
degrees.
Registrar Frieda Eggleton 
said the gray gowns have been 
worn for about 30 years by 
all associate degree graduates. 
All students will wear black 
gowns upon graduation this 
year, she said.
Sherry Reid, dean of the 
community college, said that 
the gowns have been an issue 
for several years.
Reid said students and 
faculty complained about 
the gowns because they were 
low quality, and they felt 
singled out by wearing dif-
ferent colored gowns.
“It really bothered the under-
graduates that they looked so 
different,” Reid said. 
“It wasn’t the same 
level of dignity.”
Owensboro senior 
Emily Morris said she 
thought she should be 
able to wear a black 
gown, despite only 
having an associate 
degree.
“I wasn’t even 
going to walk with a gray gown,” 
Morris said.  “I wouldn’t want 
to look different from every-
body else.”
Bowling Green junior 
Aron London said she had 
“paid good money” to have a 
black gown.
Several underclassmen didn’t 
seem to mind as much.
Louisville freshman Janae 
Lyons said she 
hadn’t  heard 
about the gown 
change at all. 
Lyons said that 
a different color 
wouldn’t have 
bothered her.
C a l i f o r n i a 
junior Christina 
Usleaman said 
she didn’t want any special 
recognition for having a 




All graduates to wear  
gowns of same color
By ni n a Bo s k e n
Herald reporter
More students will be toss-
ing their caps and turning their 
tassles on May 12 this year.
The number of students 
graduating this May is 1,817, 
Registrar Frieda Eggleton said. 
This number is an increase from 
last year, as well as from other 
years past.
“It’s a reflection of larger 
freshman classes from four to 
six years ago,” Eggleton said.
Eggleton said she expects 
those large freshman classes to 
keep causing larger graduation 
rates.
Eggleton said the larger 
classes are probably because 
of Western’s recruitment efforts 
by individual colleges and vari-
ous high schools.
According to Western’s 
Factbook, enrollment num-
bers have been steadily 
increasing.
Enrollment has grown by 
27.6 percent during the past 10 
years.
The number of students 
enrolled at Western in 2004 
was 18,513, and the total num-
ber of students enrolled in 2005 
was 18,645, according to the 
Factbook.
According to a report from 
Research Analyst Gina Huff in 
2005-06, Potter College award-
ed 874 degrees, Gordon Ford 
College of Business awarded 
362 degrees and the College 
of Education awarded 745 
degrees.
The College of Health and 
Human Services awarded 596 
degrees, Ogden College award-
ed 500 degrees, the Community 
College awarded 262 degrees 
and all other majors awarded 





“I wasn’t even 
going to walk 
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Jonathan Carter Murfreesboro, TN
Joe Dolchan Dexter, KY
Kareem Garibaldi Tampa, FL
Jason Hackley Bradenton, FL
Jon Hedges Murrary, KY
Brandon Hicks Beach Grove, IN
Jared Holland Franklin, TN
Blake Ladsen Hopkinsville, KY
Rannen Roberson Elkhart, IN
Tariq Smith Memphis, TN
Chris Sullivan Louisville, KY




May 2007 Graduating Seniors
May 2007 






























































































By El i z a B E t h Wo r s t E r
Herald reporter
While some students are 
wondering at what restaurant 
or party to celebrate, some par-
ents and guests wonder where 
to park, where to sit and where 
pictures and video cameras are 
allowed. 
Below is a top-10 list of 
things for parents and guests 
to know for graduation, based 
on the Commencement Web 
site, to which Registrar Freida 
Eggleton referred questions.
10 Know where and what time the graduation 
starts.
9 Know the address of Diddle Arena.
8 Arrive on time to the graduation to find the 
location of Diddle, parking, 
seating and to see the grad-
uate. The parking structures 
are going to be open as well 
as some parking lots around 
campus that will require some 
walking. A limited number 
of parking spaces have been 
reserved in the parking lot adja-
cent to the stadium for individu-
als who possess a handicapped 
parking permit.
7 Timing is important. Seating is on a first come, 
first serve basis. It’s recom-
mended that guests be seated 
30 minutes prior to the start of 
the ceremony.
6 If a family or guest won’t be able to make the gradu-
ation, they can to see it live on 
webcast at http://www.wkus-
ports.tv or broadcasted live by 
WKYU-TV. Graduation DVDs 
will cost $35.
5 There will be press pho-tographers and an official 
commencement photographer. 
They will be the only photogra-
phers allowed on the floor.
4 Make hotel reservations immediately. Hotels 
have been filling up in Bowling 
Green, some months or a year 
in advance.
3 Graduates can eat at the Fresh Food company one 
more time or take a drink of 
their last Java City coffee from 7 
a.m.-7 p.m. on Friday and from 
7 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday.
2 Contact the Office of the Registrar at 745-3351 or 
the Office of Graduate Studies at 
745-2446 for more information.
1 Enjoy the graduation and know that this is the big-




Top 10 tips for parents, 
guests for graduation
By st E p h a n i E KE E n E
Herald reporter
The time has finally come. 
For some it’s taken four years, 
others five, even six ... hope-
fully not seven, eight or nine. 
It is college graduation.
It is the day that every stu-
dent who steps on the Hill looks 
forward to. It’s what graduates 
have been working toward all 
these years. 
But the graduation ceremony 
is really long. Really, really 
long; and, at times, really bor-
ing  ... really, really boring.
So what do you do before 
they call your name to accept 
that diploma? Here’s a few 
tips:
Text, text, text
Most likely, you’re going 
to be sitting next to someone 
you don’t know. But with that 
handy-dandy cell phone, you 
and your buddies can discuss 
what you’ll be doing later that 
night.
Defeat the evil over-
lord
Hand-held games like PSP 
(Playstation Portable) are a 
must during long, drawn-out 
ceremonies. While people in 
front of you are getting their 
degree, you can be getting to 
level eight.
Kill ’em
Well, not literally. But a 
nice game of hangman with 
your neighbors can pass the 
time. While passing the time, 
you’re expanding your mind. 
Just remember to slip a pen and 
some paper in your gown.
Truth or dare
It may sound pretty juvenile, 
but a good game of truth or dare 
can make hours fly. Plus, you’ll 
get some great blackmail on the 
future leaders of the world.
Daydream
When all else fails, and no 
one wants to play with you, 
or your batteries die — just 
fantasize. You can be the next 
president or the world’s sexiest 
supermodel.
Now that you have some 
helpful hints to pass the time 
during the ceremony, sit back, 
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The Office of International 
Programs and Study Abroad 
would like to congratulate the following students 








For some, graduation is a 
blessing. For others, it can be 
the scariest experience of a life-
time. Some graduating members 
of the Herald editorial board 
reflect on their time as Western 
students.
Ashlee Clark, editor in chief
After four years, I thought 
classes and internships would 
prepare me for what will hap-
pen on May 12. But I’m not 
ready to graduate.
So much will have to end 
when I grab my diploma. My 
best friends won’t be a few 
dorms away. I can’t use Big Red 
Dollars to grocery shop. There 
won’t be time for late-night trips 
to Steak ‘n Shake if there’s a job 
I have to go to at 9 a.m.
I’m not ready to give up 
some of the things that made 
college memorable. So I will 
spend this last week living it 
up. I’m going to take my friends 
out to leave our last mark on 
Bowling Green. I’m going to 
stay up late and play board 
games. And I’m going to order 
pizza. Lots of pizza.    
I’ll never be ready to be a 
grown-up, so why waste time 
trying to prepare?
Will Ploch, opinion editor
Three years ago, I graduated 
from the University of Kentucky 
with no ambitions other than to 
earn money. I didn’t like my 
job, I didn’t know where it 
would lead me and my future 
lacked direction. 
Then I grew up and realized 
that I would be miserable unless 
I studied something I enjoyed. 
Western is a smaller school than 
UK, but my experience here 
expanded my view of the world. 
More people here have treat-
ed me with consideration than 
any other place I’ve been. My 
friends and teachers helped me 
realize that I have to take pride 
in what I do and avoid any way 
of living that feels mechanical.
Many thanks to all the people 
here who helped me along.
Kelly Richardson, managing 
editor
I’m still not sure I realize 
that I’m graduating. My cap 
and gown are the only tangible 
evidence that it’s all going to be 
over soon. I’m not sure when 
it will hit me that when I leave 
commencement, it’s not just a 
summer break that awaits me.
Writing papers and studying 
for tests until the wee hours 
of the morning isn’t something 
I will miss; I’ve been ready 
for that to be over since my 
first semester. It was the people 
around me who got me through 
these four years, and they’re the 
reason part of me is wishing 
it wasn’t over. Thank you for 
making my college experience 
what it was.
A. Layne Stackhouse, features 
editor
If you asked me who I was 
when I started college, I would 
say I didn’t know. Now, after 
four years of stress, education 
and pseudo-adulthood, I can say 
that I’m getting warmer. 
I’ve learned the basics of 
life: how to handle my finances, 
manage time and stress, balance 
a full-time job with class and 
create a Goodwill costume 10 
minutes before a theme party.
As I approach graduation, I’m 
leaving behind a life at Western. 
My friends, my apartment, even 
the couch my Sunday afternoons 
were spent around. Wherever I 
am in 10 years, I will know the 
years of memories and growth 
at Western helped me get there.
Jason Stamm, sports editor
A lot has changed since I 
first entered the Herald office in 
January of 2004.
I began as the lowly tennis 
and golf writer and this semester I 
leave as the sports team captain.
Thanks, Dr. Selig, for always 
being so accessible. I still tell 
stories of you stepping out of 
meetings or banquets to answer 
my calls. 
Thanks to the coaches who 
have gladly assisted me, from 
Coach True, Coach Neidell, 
Coach Cowles to Coach Elson.
And last but not least, thanks 
to the office staff at the Herald 
for all your support and helping 
me keep it krunk.
Sarah Wright, photo editor
I have a place, a spot, an area 
all my own. It’s stairs. Those 
stairs and I have a history. 
Lounging in the sun fresh-
man year, we bonded. Hair 
dye and a bad breakup helped 
cement our relationship. Then 
we got serious; no more blue 
hair and late-night parties. 
By junior year we changed 
focus; I had grown up and used 
the stairs for solace. Now we sit 
mostly at night together, steal-
ing time away from the business 
that awaits me just inside the 
doors above those stairs.  
Through the phases, laughs, 
tears and reflection, the view 
has never changed. I will walk 
away from my stairs for the 
last time, but man, what a time 
we had. 
Staffers will miss 
food, fun and friends
Column
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